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A Question for the President 

To th& Editor, 

The story in The Times o! Feb. S 
that President Nixon*s appointment 'i 
secretary bed instructed President 
Nixon's personal attorney to pay for 
espionage and sabotage against the 
Democfa.tic party raises a vital i^uc?- 
tion — a qaesUon that I would like to 
hope some intrepid newspaperman will 
ask President Nixon at his next news 
conference, if hi aver hold* another 
press conference* 

That question is: "Sir, could you 
tell us whether or not yt^u had personal 
knowledge of the political espionage or 
sabotage sponsored by your White 
House aides on your behalf?" 

In other days at the White Houte, 
no memlsr of his staff saw the Presi- 
dent more frequenHy or reguiarly than 
his apptji fitments stcretary.: If Presi- 
dent Nixon did not know what his own 
appointments secretary^ not to speak 
of bia personal attorney, were up to, 
then he is h'Capable of keeping his own 
house in order. If he did knoWrtheh he 
is implicated in a conspiracy against 
the democratic process itself. 

In either case, the American people 
are surely entitled to a direct and hon- 
est answer from their President on so 
critical an issue of public ethics-*-tli 
tl:e more so from a President whose 
favorite pose has recently been that 
oi keeper of the national morals* 

AUTHim SCHLESINGER M 

New York, Feb, 8. 1978 
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A Queitioii for the President 



To the Editor, . 

The story hi The Times of Feb; 8 
that President Nixon's appomtu^ts ' : 

secretary had histructe^ President 
Nixon's personal arionsey to pay for 
espionage and sabotage agains^^ the 
Democratic party raises a .■ 

tion;-^ question that I . would to 
htqw some intrepid newspapeiro^ >iU " 
ask President Nixon at tds nexAi news ; 
conference, if he ever holds; another ^ ; 

press conference;} , / \ 

That question is: '‘Sir, could, y oil . 

tell us whe^er oir not had fserson^ ' ■ 

knowledge <rf the poiitifea) espionafe or ' ^ 

sabotage aponsored by your ^ 

House aides on your behalf?*' : ^ 

In other days at the Wluto House, ^ 

no member of -Ms staff jaw the Presi^ 
dent more freqi^tly or regularly thah . . f ; 

^ his appointments seereU^yr H .7 

T" dentNixondMnotknowwhsithiipwu; > 

appointment secretary, not to . speak 

^ of hli personal attomoy, were up to,:. ; 

then he is incapable of k^ing his y ' 

4’ house in order. If he did know, then be." . *- 

is implicatad in a conspiraly against 
the democrattc process itself, 

- ^ In either case, tihe AiOoricaii pef^le 

^ are surely entitled to a direct and hon- 
est answer from their President on so > 

critical an issue of public ethics-^ ■'] 

the more 10 from a President whose ^ 

^ favorite pose has recently been that - : j 

• o( keeper of the naUonal morals. / j 

ArTHUH SCHLESrNGHI Jr. 

New ifdrfc Feb 8. 1973 j ’ 
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